Aortic dissection complicated with haemothorax - an autopsy report.
In a forensic setting, haemothorax is usually seen in cases of trauma. The main non-traumatic cause for haemothorax is an intrathoracic rupture of an acute aortic dissection or an aortic aneurysm that is almost always fatal. Here we present one such case of sudden natural death caused by rupture of an acute aortic dissection. The deceased was a middle-aged, unidentified male who was subjected to autopsy at the Department of Forensic Medicine, M.S. Ramaiah Medical College, after having been brought in dead to the hospital. It is a type III DeBakey dissection as it originates in the descending aorta and it is quite unusual that a rare retrograde extension was also observed.